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CIGARETTE BUTTS ARE MORE THAN AN EYESORE 

 
BUTT LITTER FACT SHEET 

 
 Worldwide, approximately 4.95 trillion cigarette butts are estimated to be littered 

each year.1 
 

 In 2006, cigarette butts made up 40% of all trash picked up by California Coastal 
Cleanup Day volunteers statewide.2 

 
 Wind and rain often carry cigarette butts into waterways, where the toxic 

chemicals in the cigarette filters leak out, threatening the quality of the water and 
the creatures who live in it.3 

 
 Cigarette filters have been found in the stomachs of fish, birds, whales, and other 

animals who mistake them for food swallowing harmful plastic and toxic 
chemicals.4 

 
 In a study analyzing what is leached into the environment from cigarette butts the 

results of the research suggest that littered cigarette butts are point sources for 
prolonged metal contamination.5 

 
 Cigarette butts are not biodegradable. The filter tips take many years to 

decompose.6 
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Fresh Air Chico is part of the American Lung Association in California.  
The Fresh Air Chico project focuses on encouraging Chico’s community parks to be the 
next recreational area to adopt a smoke-free policy to protect visitors from drifting 
secondhand smoke and reduce harmful and unsightly butt litter. 
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Where kids play. Where people sit. Where people walk. 

Where people breathe.
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